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 "COULD IT BE DONE?" That was the question I found 
myself asking when I originally envisioned the idea of changing 
Everything Auto from a motorsport-related news reporting and 
blogging website into a motorsport-related news reporting and 
blogging magazine. "It would have to be filled with a lot more 
features than the website currently has," reasoned my glass half-
empty inner self. "What can I put in it?", "what should I put in it?" 
and, more importantly, "will people actually take time out of their day 
to read it and future issues?" I assume that if you have indeed made it 
this far, then you are part of the minority willing to read on. This 
being the first instalment of Everything Auto in magazine form, it is 
my intention that you be educated on the so-far brief history of 
Everything Auto as a brand. 

 Created on 11th February, 2017, it was my dream to provide 
the motorsport community with all the latest news and features they 
could ever ask for. Everything Auto started out life as nothing more 
than a social network page on Drivetribe — a social network platform 
specifically tailored for car lovers, petrol-heads and motorsport fans. 
Think of it as Facebook for car enthusiasts. The site is the brain-child 
of The Grand Tour hosts and motoring journalists Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond and James May and allows users to create "tribes" 
(hence the name) in order to meet new people and discuss with them 
about their favourite cars, manufacturers, teams, drivers and 
automobile news. 

 In just a few short months it became increasingly apparent 
that the social media site wasn't the appropriate medium and the 
lowly tribe "expanded" and branched out to other social media 
platforms Twitter, Instagram and eventually Facebook in order to 
reach a wider audience and build its fan base. Our website was also 
created using a free site of all things from Wordpress. However, 
following a year of fast-paced racing action from up to twelve 
different competitive racing series across the globe became a major 
task from week-to-week. 

 Determined to keep loyal motorsport fans up to speed (pardon the pun) with global 
motorsport happenings, Everything Auto is now converting from a weekly news reporting website 
into a monthly magazine in order to cover the latest motorsport happenings in much more depth 
than ever done previously. Single-seaters, touring cars, endurance events, rallies—you name it! 
Sure, there are plenty of channels and media outlets that cover a variety of different racing 
categories with Formula One at the epicentre of that dog-pile, but I believe that Everything Auto 
will provide you with your monthly dose of motor racing from each and every category the world 
over. So, in answer to the original question "could it be done?" Yes, I believe it can. 
James Jaques-Watson 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PADDOCK PICS 
The new Monaco? 
The city of Newcastle provided an incredible 
backdrop for the brand new street circuit. As a 
result, the circuit drew many comparisons to 
Monte-Carlo for its staggering waterfront views.
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PADDOCK PICS 
Mixed emotions 
Todd Hazelwood gleefully celebrates becoming 
the 2017 Super2 Series champion. To his left, 
Bryce Fullwood seems unimpressed despite 
finishing in third and second for the weekend.
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PADDOCK PICS 
Ready for rise 
2017 F3 European champion Lando Norris is all 
set for action ahead of his debut Formula 2 race in 
Abu Dhabi. The McLaren reserve finished 13th 
for Campos Racing in Sunday's sprint race.

Source: FIA



Will the double Formula One world champion drive at the 24 Hours of Le Mans? 
FERNANDO ALONSO COMPLETED over 100 
laps in a Toyota LMP1 car at the Bahrain 
International Circuit, Bahrain. It was the first time 
the Spaniard had driven an LMP1 machine. 
 Alonso made a seven-tenth improvement 
during the three-hour afternoon period of the World 
Endurance Championship rookie test. His best time 
of 1m43.013s was a full 0.696s quicker than the 
time he had set during the two-hour morning 
session.      
 "We did not do any low-fuel runs and we 
did not do any quali runs — there was no trophy 
today to win," said Toyota Motorsport GmbH 
technical director Pascal Vasselon.  
 "We've done a bit more work with 
Fernando. After getting more familiar with the car 
this afternoon he did some tyre testing, 
complementing what Mike [Conway] has been 
doing in the other car."    
 Double world champion Alonso described 
the test with Toyota as "a great day", but has 
admitted that he needs "much more practice" in 

endurance sports-cars if he is to keep up with 
Toyota regular Mike Conway, whose best time of 
1m42.381s was more than half a second faster than 
Alonso.      
 "It is a very different environment," said 
Alonso. "You first need to sit in a different position 
and adapt and make some compromises for the 
other guys who sit in the cockpit.  
 "There are things you need to be aware of 
and learn, driving styles are very different, 
probably more biased to the most efficient way of 
driving and fuel economy.   
 "I was happy with the first day of driving, 
but I need much more practice and more time to get 
up to speed with the driving style.  
 Alonso made it clear that having a 
competitive F1 car in 2018 would not change his 
plans to one day compete in the Le Mans 24 Hours.
 "It is sure I will do Le Mans in the future, it 
is a race that I feel very attracted to, but I don't 
know if it will happen next year or the following 
year," he said.    Source: Autosport 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Carlin announce return to Formula 2 Championship and new drivers for 2018 season 
AFTER INITIALLY WITHDRAWING from the 
2017 GP2 Series to concentrate on their Indy 
Lights programme, Carlin have announced plans to 
return to the rebranded Formula 2 championship in 
2018. Along with the news of the team's return, 
Carlin have also announced their new driver line-up 
for the 2018 season.    
 2017 Formula 3 European Champion 
Lando Norris and Brazilian F2 race winner Sérgio 
Sette Câmara will join the British team on its return 
to the Formula 1 feeder series.   
 Team Principal Trevor Carlin said, "I’m 
delighted that we’re able to announce a fantastic 
driver line-up on our return to the F1 support 
paddock. With Lando and Sérgio we have one of 
the most exciting young line-ups there is." 
 British racer Norris made his debut in 
single seaters with Carlin in the Formula 4 British 
Championship in 2015 and recorded eight victories 
en route to the 2015 title. Norris went on to win the 
Formula Renault 2.0 Eurocup championship the 
following year and the 2017 F3 European 
Championship in October.   
 "We’re extremely proud to be able to 
continue for the fourth consecutive season our 
relationship with Lando," Carlin added. 

"It’s extremely rewarding to continue working with 
a driver up the FIA ladder."   
 Speaking about his 2018 programme, 
Norris said, "2018 will be my fourth year racing 
with Carlin. Trevor heads up a great operation at 
Carlin and I feel part of the ‘family’ there. It’s a 
friendly environment and one in which I feel very 
comfortable in."     
 Carlin noted that Sette Câmara's experience 
in Formula 2 with Pirelli tyres as well as his "great 
speed and potential" was one of the reasons the 
Brazilian was signed by the team.  
 "To be signing with Carlin is the best," said 
Sette Câmara. "They are a top team and I know 
they will be up there. I had previous experience 
with Carlin in Macau in 2016 and it was amazing to 
finish third in such an important race with them. 
 "The environment within the team, with the 
other drivers, the mechanics, the engineers is just 
so happy and positive, I’m looking forward to 
spending the season with the team in such a big 
championship."     
 A 12-race calendar and an all new F2 car, 
powered by a 620hp 3.4-litre turbocharged engine 
will provide the teams with a new challenge for the 
2018 season.     Source: Carlin  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Rising star secures full-time drive with GRM alongside Garth Tander for 2018 season  
GARRY ROGERS MOTORSPORT have 
confirmed that 21-year-old James Golding will 
drive with them in the 2018 Supercars Australia 
Championship. Golding will drive alongside the 
experienced Garth Tander and steps into the seat 
that has been held by James Moffat for the past two 
seasons.     
 Golding spent 2015 and 2016 in the Super2 
Series driving a car backed by Garry Rogers 
Motorsport. However, the Victorian found himself 
without a full-time seat in either Supercars tier this 
season after a driver shuffle within the squad. 
 Golding drove wildcard entries in the 
Supercars championship at Winton and Queensland 
Raceway before partnering up with Tander before 
the Enduro Cup.    
 "I’ve been involved in GRM and Supercars 
for a bit over five years now and to finally get a 
seat is just unreal, it’s a dream come true for me," 
Golding told Supercars.com.   
 "As a young kid it was always my dream 
and I’ve been so close, it’s unbelievable to finally 
get that chance. I can’t wait to get in and see how I 
go.      
 "I think now it’s time for me to move up. If 
I didn’t move up now I think it’d be a bit harder 

because I’m at the right age for it.  
 "I’ve learnt a fair bit out of the wildcards 
and another round of endurance races, so I’m better 
equipped than I would have been a year ago." 
 Golding has also recently completed a 
mechanical apprenticeship at the team, including 
forming part of the pitstop crew at certain events. 
He has already earned the nickname 'Bieber' from 
team owner Garry Rogers and will continue to 
work on the cars next year.   
 "I will be extremely proud to see Bieber 
race in Adelaide in just over three months time,” 
said Garry Rogers.    
 "I get an enormous amount of satisfaction 
watching and helping young people achieve 
something and that doesn’t just mean race drivers, I 
get just as much satisfaction in watching a guy like 
Stiffy [team manager Stefan Millard] develop from 
a trainee data engineer to our team manager." 
 Golding is part of a group of youngsters set 
to join the Supercars grid next season with Anton 
De Pasquale already confirmed a drive with 
Erebus. Sandown 500 winner Richie Stanaway, 
Jack Le Brocq and Super2 champion Todd 
Hazelwood are also all in line for promotions into 
the main category.  Source: Supercars.com  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World Endurance Championship shifts to winter calendar and includes 2 runnings of Le Mans  
A MAJOR SHAKE-UP to the World Endurance 
Championship calendar for 2018-19 will see two 
runnings of the 24 Hours of Le Mans across 14 
months of racing.    
 Dubbed the "super season", the new 
calendar means the championship will get 
underway in May at Spa-Francorchamps before 
heading to Le Mans in June followed by 
Silverstone, Fuji and Shanghai.   
 The other major headline is the return of 
the series to Sebring. The WEC event will not be 
run in conjunction with the 12 Hours of Sebring. 
This will be run the day before the WEC's 1500-
mile event in March 2019. It will be the first time 
that Sebring has featured on the calendar since the 
inaugural WEC season in 2012.   
 The championship will then return to Spa 
in May and conclude at the 2019 24 Hours of Le 
Mans. The new look championship will be used a 
transitioning season that has been designed to make 
the crown jewel 24 Hours of Le Mans event the 
season finale from 2019 onwards.  
 The schedule does not include races at the 
Circuit of the Americas, Bahrain, Mexico City, or 
the Nürburgring which were all part of the 2017 
championship.     

 The new calendar was one of the decisions 
made by the FIA at the World Motor Sport Council 
meeting in Paris, France. The FIA Endurance 
Commission was also encouraged to pursue a 
number of exciting and innovative proposals that it 
is currently working on, with the aim of enticing 
new manufacturers to the Championship. 
 The new schedule has been adopted to keep 
in mind the running costs which have seen 
withdrawals from major manufacturers such as 
Audi following 2016 and 2017 champions Porsche.
 President of the FIA Jean Todt said "I am 
delighted with the new schedule and the changes to 
the WEC championship that will allow this great 
discipline within motorsport to make a fresh start."
 "With the support of the WEC’s friends and 
partners at IMSA, agreement has been reached to 
return to Sebring with the 12 Hours of Sebring in 
the WEC calendar and we are really delighted 
about this," added President of the Automobile 
Club de l’Ouest Pierre Fillon.   
 The 2017 GT World Endurance 
Championship will see BMW join Aston Martin, 
Ferrari, Ford and Porsche in 2018, making five 
manufacturers competing for next year’s FIA world 
title.      Source: FIA  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First drivers announced for 2018 Race of Champions to be held in Saudi Arabia in February  
JUAN PABLO MONTOYA will defend his 
Champion of champions title at the King Fahd 
International Stadium in Saudi Arabia, which will 
host an international motorsport event for the first 
time.      
 Montoya will be joined by Le Mans 
veteran Tom Kristensen and McLaren reserve 
driver Lando Norris for the 2018 edition of the 
Race of Champions which will be the first hosted 
by the Middle East and will be held on February 
2-3.      
 Formula 3 European champion Norris will 
make his debut in the event along with IndyCar 
champion Josef Newgarden. They will also be 
joined by ROC veterans David Coulthard, Petter 
Solberg, Hélio Castroneves and Ryan Hunter-Reay, 
with more drivers to be announced in the coming 
months.      
 "When I came to the Race Of Champions 
for the first time this year I immediately regretted 
never having done it before," said Montoya, who 
won the crown on his event debut in Miami last 
year.      
 "It was an amazing experience and Fredrik 
Johnsson [ROC president] and his team put 
together an amazing event.   

 "It's all about fun but when you go to the 
grid it's unbelievable how focused you are. It's like 
qualifying.     
 "Experience plays a part too: after a few 
laps you start getting the hang of the cars, but you 
can also mess it up really bad."   
 Nine-time Le Mans 24 Hours winner 
Kristensen added: "The Race Of Champions is very 
much a sprint - man and machine against each other 
and the clock.     
 "It's about skill and determination as you 
jump into a car you've done very little practice in.
 "So it's a great challenge and a great 
spectacle and it's an event I'm sure will go well in 
Riyadh.      
 "I spent eight months in Saudi Arabia with 
my family as a teenager because my Dad worked 
there, so it will be interesting to come back. 
 "Over the years there have been so many 
drivers with so much speed, talent and grit 
competing, it's always very motivating."  
 The most recent ROC event was held in 
Miami. Sebastian Vettel single-handedly won the 
Nation's Cup for Germany after a huge crash saw 
his team-mate Pascal Wehrlein sidelined for the 
remainder of the weekend.  Source:Autosport 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Spectators suffer injuries in Newcastle 
ute crash 

TWO SPECTATORS HAVE suffered minor 
injuries following an incident in qualifying for the 
V8 Ute Racing Series at the Newcastle 500. 
 An accident with Matt Griffin's Holden 
caused the left-rear tyre from Ryal Harris' Ford to 
peel away from its rim and fly over the catch-
fencing into the spectator area on the run towards 
Turn 10.     
 A statement from Supercars confirmed that 
the two spectators suffered minor knee and ankle 
injuries, although it is unclear how they were 
sustained.     
 "Today, at approximately 9am, during 
qualifying for the V8 Utes Series, two spectators 
suffered minor injuries when part of a tyre 
dislodged from a competitor’s vehicle," it read. 
 "Emergency response teams were on the 
scene in minutes. At this time, exact details are 
unknown although it is confirmed two spectators, 
one male and one female, were taken to the 
trackside medical centre with minor knee and ankle 
injuries.      
 "Incidents of this nature are extremely rare. 
The safety of competitors and spectators is 
paramount, with the circuit certified to the highest 
global safety standards by the governing body of 
world motorsport, the Federation Internationale de 
l'Automobile (FIA), and the Confederation of 
Australian Motorsport (CAMS).   
 "Further statements will be issued by 
Supercars as information comes to hand." 
    Source: Supercars.com 

Hazelwood takes Super2 Series crown 
after Nissans collide 

TODD HAZELWOOD HAS won the 2017 Super2 
Series with a penalty-aided victory in the final race 
at Newcastle.     
 Hazelwood had been trailing Paul 
Dumbrell by 49 points heading into the weekend, 
but a victory in Saturday's opening race left the 22-
year-old with an 11-point advantage over his rival 
on Sunday.     
 Things could only get worse for Dumbrell 
after a driveline failure in qualifying left him 
starting Sunday's race from 21st.  
 Starting from pole, a slow start from 
Hazelwood allowed rookie Will Brown to take the 
lead followed by Shae Davies. On the second lap, 
Jack Le Brocq slipped past Hazelwood into third.
 Davies, Le Brocq and Hazelwood all made 
their way past Brown after gearbox problems ended 
his hopes of a maiden victory. The two MW 
Motorsport team-mates Davies and Le Brocq 
clashed at Turn 2 on the final lap of the race while 
fighting for the lead.    
 Le Brocq looked to have made a strong 
move around the outside, but Davies tagged and 
spun his team-mate into the wall on corner exit. 
 Davies crossed the line first, but was 
promptly handed a 25-second time penalty and 
gifting Hazelwood a sixth victory of the season. 
 "I can’t believe it. That’s the hardest race 
I’ve done in my whole career," he said. "I’m just 
over the moon. I can’t thank everyone enough, I’ve 
got an amazing team behind me."  
    Source: Supercars.com  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SEND US YOUR LETTERS! 
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LETTERS

Source: Formula One

Do you have an opinion about recent Motorsport happenings? Or a funny 
anecdote about that time you met Eddie Irvine at the airport? If you 
answered yes to at least one of these, we'd like to hear about it! Tell us 
about your experience at a motor racing event and share your opinions, 
questions, queries, qualms and your thoughts on our website and 
magazine (provided they are positive thoughts, of course!) 

Send your letters in to us at: 

www.everythingautosite.wordpress.com/contact 

and the best ones will feature in the 
magazine! Get writing!

Owing to space pressures, or in the interests of clarity, letters for publication may be edited.
Source: Formula One



Dissecting Kenny Bräck's mega shunt at Texas Motor Speedway in 2003 

WITH JUST THIRTEEN laps to go in the 2003 
Chevy 500 at Texas Motor Speedway, Kenny Bräck 
ran fourth behind Gil de Ferran, Scott Dixon and 
Tomas Scheckter. Heading onto the back straight, 
Bräck's car locked wheels with Scheckter's and the 
Swede was sent flying into the catch fencing. 
 "I really don't remember exactly how the 
accident happened," recalls the 1999 Indianapolis 
500 winner. "By the looks of the TV pictures, I go 
really wide coming off Turn 2 to gain momentum 
downhill coming onto the straight.  
 "The cars touch and I get thrown into the 
big post that was holding the gate into Turn 3. And 
that was the end of the day," he adds with a grin. 
 "I don't think I suffered much, but it was a 
big hit," he says. "It was the highest recorded g-
force ever. The recorder in the car measured 214 g.

 "INDYCAR also have g-sensors in the ear 
plugs. Those sensors showed 196 g and then they 
broke so, I don't know what kind of violence the 
head actually saw, but that's the way they keep 
track of what g-force you're actually exposed to."
 Peaking at 214 g, Bräck's crash saw the 
highest recorded g-forces since the introduction of 
crash violence recording systems. His sternum and 
femur were fractured, his ankles were crushed and 
a vertebra in his spine was shattered. He spent 3 
months in the hospital and a further 15 months 
recovering from his injuries.   
 Bräck eventually made a comeback at the 
2005 Indianapolis 500, replacing an injured Buddy 
Rice. Coincidentally, Rice had replaced Bräck at 
Rahal Letterman Racing in 2004. Bräck retired 
from the race with mechanical problems.  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THE ART OF TRACK DESIGN 
When a Formula One Grand Prix is as fantastically 
boring as the 2017 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, there 
can only be one reason for that. The track. That's 
right, the track.     
 The Yas Marina Circuit situated about 30 
minutes away from Abu Dhabi on Yas Island was 
designed by Hermann Tilke to be the crown jewel 
season-ending event on the Formula One calendar 
when it was introduced in 2009.   
 However, the circuit has received much 
criticism over such a short lifespan. In fact, Kimi 
Räikkönen notoriously gave his thoughts on the 
circuit that year, stating "the first few turns are 
quite good, but the rest of it is s***".  
 Now, newly-crowned 2017 Formula One 
champion Lewis Hamilton has also shared some 
scathing remarks about the circuit following his 
second place finish behind Mercedes team-mate 
Valtteri Bottas. 

 "They've got to change this track," he said. 
"It's just impossible to overtake. You have to have a 
1.4 second advantage on the car in front. Valtteri 
and I have got the same car, and there's not 1.4 
seconds between us in ability.   
 "You have the long straights where you 
can't even get close enough to utilise them. If there 
is some way to enable us to remain closer, it is a 
track which will go up in the rankings, but I don't 
know if they can change it. I know there's money to 
do it. I have hope for Abu Dhabi to get better." 
 "It's a great, great track but unfortunately it 
doesn't suit the cars very well. In the last sector you 
just can't follow."    
 So the circuit is to blame, then? For not 
allowing drivers any way to overtake rivals through 
the final section of the lap? A driver at the very top 
of his game in a gruelling worldwide competition 
should be able to make overtaking look easy on any 
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given circuit on any given Sunday in any kind of 
conditions. Right?    
 Hamilton went on further to explain that 
the track configuration meant that it made no 
difference as to whether or not he was holding back 
when it came to challenging his team-mate. 

“You have the long 
straights where you 
can't even get close 
enough to utilise 
them.”  Lewis Hamilton 

 "The engineers say it's a 1.4s delta you 
need to overtake a car in front," he reiterated. "It 
doesn't matter what car is ahead. It would've been 
difficult.     
 "To get as close as I was shows I had good 
pace. But once you get within 1.2s it's like you hit a 
wall and the car stops.    
 "Basically you start sliding around, all four 
wheels. So there was a lot of rallying today." 
 "I think ultimately you can look at a lot of 
the tracks – my engineers can give me a number for 
the overtaking delta for every single circuit and it 
obviously varies. It's strange that the TV companies 
don't even advertise that, they don't tell people 
when they're watching the TV that the reason we 
cannot overtake is because of the downforce, the 
drag issue and that from track to track it varies. 
That's something that perhaps they should include."
 Grand Prix circuits come and go every 
season. Yas Marina remains one of only three 
circuits to still hold a place on the calendar out of 
five new circuits that have been introduced since 
2009.      
 The other two circuits that still remain have 
also received their fair share of criticisms too. The 
Circuit of the Americas has been given the cold-
shoulder for its lack of overtaking spots and for its 
large run-off areas that don't "punish" drivers 
enough for mistakes.    
 The circuit layout on the streets of Baku, 
Azerbaijan was also blamed following a lacklustre 
opening race in 2016. However, the hellfire 
missiles have been stood down after the eventful 
2017 event that saw Lance Stroll claim his first 
ever podium in Formula One. 

 Formula One isn't the only racing series to 
be hosting events at new circuits. The season-
ending round of the Supercars Australia 
championship was moved from the site of the 2000 
Olympic Games in Sydney Olympic Park to a 
brand new street circuit in Newcastle.  
 With major elevation changes and 
extensive waterfront running, track design experts 
have already rated it as one of the world's most 
scenic and challenging street circuits.  
 It has even been described as "the Monaco 
of the southern hemisphere", likening it to the 
classic Formula One circuit through the streets of 
Monte Carlo.     
 Following the first practice session on the 
new circuit, reigning Supercars Australia champion 
Shane van Gisbergan said "What a crazy track. It’s 
really cool. It’s going to be hard work, 250km, 
limited passing... it’s going to be all about 
qualifying."     
 There it is again! "Limited passing". 
Although it has to be said, my personal opinion was 
the same despite the having a staggering backdrop 
and being witness to Simona de Silvestro's 
excellent manoeuvres at Turn 8.   

 All the criticisms of track layouts aside, 
Hamilton emphasised that he thought Yas Marina 
should remain F1's season finale.  
 "I think this is one of the best places, if not 
the best, to have the last race in terms of the 
atmosphere, in terms of the hospitality, it's second 
to none," he said. "It's such a beautiful place so it's 
a great week."     
 Circuit architect Hermann Tilke intimated 
on Sunday that changes to the circuit were possible. 
"We have an idea to change one corner," he told 
Sky Sports F1. "It's a very small change, but maybe 
it has a lot of impact."    
 All I can say is: watch this space. 

    James Jaques-Watson
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here can be absolutely no doubt that Jamie 
Whincup had all but given up hope of 
winning a record seventh Supercars 

championship when the series headed to the final 
event of the year at the brand new street circuit 
hosting the 2017 Newcastle 500.   
 This would certainly have been the case 
after making contact with Michael Caruso's Nissan 
on the opening lap of Saturday's opening race as 
championship rival Scott McLaughlin went on the 
score his eighth win of the season.  
 So, how did it come to pass that 34-year-
old Whincup would overcome a 78-point deficit in 
the final race of the season to claim his seventh 
title? The answer will be forever retold as if legend 
to unbelieving listeners for many eons to come. 
 2017 had not been kind to Jamie Whincup. 
And that's putting it mildly. He had recorded some 
of his worst results for the better part of ten years 
and only broke his winless drought at the 14th race 
of the season. Add to that the fact that it would be 
one of only three wins to that point in the season.
 The Red Bull Holden Racing Team had 
struggled to keep up with competitors Dick 
Johnson Racing Team Penske all season. DJR were 
in the middle of their best season since the 
American Team Penske had purchased a 51% 
shareholding interest in DJR in 2014.  
 DJR Team Penske had struck key blows 
throughout the season with McLaughlin winning 
seven races and finishing on the podium a further 
eight times. The years of success that Red Bull 
Holden had enjoyed at the front seemed to be at an 

end with DJR Team Penske figuratively and 
literally ahead at every turn. Despite sporadic and 
minor successes, it had been a season to forget for 
Whincup.     
 And yet he was there. In the running. Not 
only that, he was somehow clinging to the lead of 
the driver's championship by 30 points heading into 
the final round of the championship at the 
Newcastle 500. The season was on a knife-edge, 
ready to swing in favour of either Whincup or 
McLaughlin.     
 Whincup dealt the first blow, setting the 
fastest time of the first practice session at 
1m10.1577s inside the final five minutes. 
 "The track’s a fair bit different from what 
we predicted, today’s critical to keep moving 
forward after P1 and after P2," he said after the 
session.      
 "It’s going to be a crazy challenge to get it 
right, to keep it clean for 95 laps twice this 
weekend, but that’s all part of the job."  
 Then, just as things were looking up, the 
inevitable happened. McLaughlin and Team Penske 
struck back in the second practice session before 
the Kiwi duly secured his 15th pole position of the 
season.      
 From fifth on the grid, Whincup looked to 
pull alongside down the inside of Michael Caruso’s 
Nissan on the inside at Turn 2 as the field headed 
down Shortland Esplanade on the opening lap. 
Caruso closed the door and turned in, squeezing 
Whincup into the wall on the inside of Turn 3. 
 The contact broke the right-front steering 
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arm and lower control arm of Whincup's Holden, 
forcing him into the pit lane. He lost 14 laps while 
stationary and would eventually finish the race 
21st, last of those that didn't retire.  
 "We’ll dump a bunch of points today and 
it’s going to be tough from here," he said. "I 
thought we could go two wide with car 23, but he 
shut the gate, broke the steering and that’s the end 
of us. Unfortunate, it is what it is, we’ll push on." 

“Caruso closed the door 
and turned in. The 
contact broke the 
right-front steering 
arm of Whincup's 
Holden.” 

 "It was a really disappointing day and I 
take full responsibility for what happened," he 
added following the race. "You make contact all 
year - it was wrong place, wrong time and then 
boom I smashed the steering hard into the wall - it 
was basically the end of our day.   
 At the front, McLaughlin was battling hard 
against van Gisbergan for the lead and eventually 
came out on top in the pits, leading home a DJR 
Team Penske 1-2 that secured the constructor's 
championship.     
 "That was awesome. I’m so pumped, 
whatever happens tomorrow, we’ve given it our 
best shot," beamed McLaughlin.  "A one-two for 
Shell V-Power Racing Team, it’s as good as it gets."
 Now with a 78-point advantage, 
McLaughlin only needed to finish 11th even if 
Whincup was victorious in Sunday's race. And 
securing yet another pole position in the Top 10 
Shootout suggested that this wasn't going to be the 
case.      
 McLaughlin made the best of the starts 
from pole with Whincup trailing behind in fifth 
when the drama began.    
 On lap 15 when McLaughlin and van 
Gisbergan pitted together, the championship leader 
was deemed to have been speeding at the entry to 
pit lane. A drive-through penalty followed and 
dropped McLaughlin to 23rd as Whincup held 
second behind van Gisbergan after the pair rounded 
up David Reynolds.    
 McLaughlin sliced his way back into 
contention, before spinning Simona De Silvestro 
out of 11th on lap 46 drew a second penalty. A 15-

second time penalty was awarded and served at 
McLaughlin’s second pitstop on lap 50, rejoining in 
24th.      
 McLaughlin rose again to 16th but a Safety 
Car on lap 54 triggered by Taz Douglas, halted his 
charge and compressed the field.  
 Following the restart, van Gisbergan let 
Whincup into the lead meaning McLaughlin would 
have to make his way up to 11th to be crowned 
champion. McLaughlin made his way up to 13th 
before the Safety Car reappeared on lap 70 so that 
debris could be removed.   
 Congestion into Turn 1 on the restart 
caused damage to the left side of McLaughlin's 
Ford courtesy of Scott Pye and Jason Bright. With 
his left-rear guard rubbing on the tyre, McLaughlin 
needed to get past both of the Garry Rogers 
Motorsport cars and not concede a place to Craig 
Lowndes on fresher tyres.   
 Resisting Lowndes' challenge, McLaughlin 
dived past Garth Tander on lap 90 and James 
Moffat three laps later. On the penultimate lap, with 
the championship in his sights, McLaughlin slide 
wide at Turn 1. This allowed Lowndes, who also 
made his way past Moffat, to pull alongside on the 
run down to Turn 2.    
 McLaughlin blocked but, with a missing 
mirror, was unaware of how far Lowndes was 
alongside. The pair touched. Lowndes was sent into 
the wall and spinning out of the race.  
 Although he would go on to finish the race 
in 11th place, McLaughlin was deemed to have 
driven recklessly and was immediately given a 25-
second penalty that dropped him to 18th.  
 And so it was that Jamie Whincup ended 
his toughest season victorious not only in the final 
race, but also in the championship. His seventh 
ever title confirming he will forever go down as 
one of the greatest drivers to have ever sat behind 
the wheel of a Supercar. There can be no doubt that 
McLaughlin will be out for redemption in 2018. 

WORDS James Jaques-Watson  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Brabham wins in Formula One for the first time, but he’s not driving!  
EXACTLY 53 YEARS ago, the Rouen-Les-Essarts 
circuit played host to the 1964 French Grand Prix. 
It was the fourth race of the Formula One season 
that year and reigning champion Jim Clark held a 
7-point lead in the championship when the series 
ventured to the circuit in northern France. 
 At the previous event at Spa, Clark had 
inherited his third consecutive victory at the circuit 
after Dan Gurney, racing for Brabham, ran out of 
fuel after leading most of the race from pole. It may 
not have been that surprising then, that the 28th of 
June, 1964, would be the scene of a famous victory 
for Gurney and his Brabham team.  
 In 1951, the Brabham team was founded by 
Australians Jack Brabham and Ron Tauranac, who 
both were successfully building and racing cars in 
their homeland. Brabham, the more successful 
driver, went to the United Kingdom in 1955 to 
further his racing career and by 1958 was driving in 
Formula One for Cooper. 

 Cooper’s revolutionary mid-engined cars 
helped Brabham to claim consecutive 
championship wins in 1959 and 1960. Brabham 
pushed for further advances with Cooper’s cars, but 
chief designer Owen Maddock was resistant in 
developing their cars.    
 Brabham was confident he could do better 
and after a dismal 1961 season in which Ferrari and 
Lotus developed the mid-engined approach further 
than Cooper, he left in 1962 to drive for his own 
team: the Brabham Racing Organisation.  
 Using cars built by Motor Racing 
Developments Ltd. (MRD), a car manufacturing 
enterprise Brabham created with Tauranac when the 
latter joined him the U.K., the pair earned money 
by building cars to sell to customers in lower 
formulae.     
 The new car for the team was not ready 
until partway through the 1962 season. Brabham 
scored two points finishes in a customer Lotus 
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chassis before the Brabham BT3 finally made its 
debut at the German Grand Prix.   
 The 1963 season saw the team repaint their 
turquoise car to Australia’s racing colours of green 
and gold and Brabham was joined by American 
driver Dan Gurney.    
 Gurney had attracted the attention of 
Ferrari early on in his career and drove his first 
Formula One race with the Italian brand in 1959, 
finishing on the podium twice. However, Ferrari’s 
strict management style did not suit him and the 
6’4″ American moved to BRM for 1960.  
 Tragedy struck at the Dutch Grand Prix 
when a brake system failure on the poorly prepared 
BRM resulted in a severe accident which broke 
Gurney’s arm and killed a young spectator. From 
that moment onwards, Gurney would carry a 
longstanding distrust of engineers.  
 The accident had a dramatic effect on 
Gurney’s driving style and he began to use his 
brakes more sparingly than his rivals. This helped 
the brakes on his car last longer, which became 
especially important in endurance races. 

 Gurney became renowned for an 
exceptionally fluid driving style and moved to the 
factory Porsche team for 1961 and 1962.  
 After coming close to a maiden victory at 
Reims, France in 1961, Gurney finally broke 
through for his first World Championship victory at 
the 1962 French Grand Prix at Rouen. 

“Gurney began to use 
his brakes more 
sparingly than his 
rivals which helped 
the brakes on his car 
last longer.” 

 This would be the only Grand Prix win for 
Porsche as a Formula One constructor when they 
pulled the plug on their team at season’s end due to 
the high costs of racing in Formula One.  
 In 1963, Gurney became the first driver 
hired by Jack Brabham to drive with him for the 
Brabham Racing Organisation.  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 Following on from his victory in Belgium, 
Jim Clark took pole for the 1964 edition of the 
French Grand Prix with Gurney and John Surtees’ 
Ferrari joining him on the front row. Clark’s team 
mate Peter Arundell and Jack Brabham in the 
second Brabham started fourth and fifth on the 
second row with Graham Hill, Bruce McLaren and 
Lorenzo Bandini making up the third row. 

“Gurney finally broke 
through for his first 
victory. This would be 
the only Grand Prix 
win for Porsche as a 
Formula One 
constructor.” 

 The top 3 of Clark, Gurney and Surtees 
were unchanged at race start as McLaren spun to 
the back of the field in his Cooper.  
 On lap 3, a split oil pipe dropped Surtees 
back and Graham Hill spun, leaving just Clark and 
Gurney at the front as Brabham inherited third. Hill 
recovered quickly from his spin and worked his 
way back up to fourth place by lap 24.  
 On lap 31 out of 57, the engine in Jim 
Clark’s Lotus failed him and Gurney was left with 
the lead all to himself as he cruised to the finish 
line.      
 It could have been a 1-2 for Brabham, but 
Hill closed in fast on the Australian and overtook 
him on the 37th lap. Brabham kept up with Hill 
however, and the two crossed the line less than a 
second apart.     
 Although Brabham might have been 
frustrated, it was a good day for the team with 
Gurney’s victory marking the first of 35 race 
victories for Brabham’s team.   
 Brabham of course, would famously go on 
to win the 1966 Driver’s Championship becoming 
the first – and still the only – driver to win the 
championship in a car he had built himself and the 
first driver to win three championships since Juan 
Manuel Fangio in 1955.    
 The 1966 championship win would be the 
first of four driver’s championships won by 
Brabham and the first of two constructor’s titles. 
 Gurney meanwhile, went on to take another 
victory for Brabham at the season closing Mexican 
Grand Prix before enjoying another successful 

season with the team in 1965 including five 
consecutive podium finishes.   
 Perhaps inspired by Brabham’s success, 
Gurney went into business with Carroll Shelby to 
create an American racing car that could match the 
well-established European marks.  
 Shelby convinced Goodyear, the number 
one rival to challenge Firestone’s domination of 
American racing at the time, to sponsor the team 
and in 1965, “All American Racers” was formed.
 Gurney felt the name of the team sounded 
somewhat jingoistic, but that didn’t stop him from 
taking the victory at the 1967 Belgian Grand Prix in 
an Eagle-Weslake.    
 This victory would be the fourth and last of 
Dan Gurney’s career in Formula One, but he 
became only the second driver at the time, and one 
of only three to date, to win a Formula One Grand 
Prix in a car of their own construction.  
 Not only that, his victory earned him the 
rare distinction of being the only driver in history to 
score maiden Grand Prix victories for three 
different manufacturers: Porsche, Brabham and his 
own All-American Racers. That win in Belgium, to 
this day, still stands as the only Formula One 
victory for a United States-built car. 

WORDS James Jaques-Watson  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Should Robert Kubica be given the Williams seat for 2018?  

"I THINK IT has been clearly said that Williams's 
priority is Robert. Robert from my point of view 
deserves the chance in the Williams. 

"There is still a tiny possibility [for Pascal 
Wehrlein] if Robert doesn't do well, but none of us 
wishes him to not do well. 

"All of us are actually cheering for him. I'm in two 
minds because I think for F1, for Robert, and for 
Williams it will be great if he performs, and on the 
other side it looks like it's Pascal's last chance, and 
he's our junior." 

    Source: Autosport 

"I HAVE NO idea how he's driving, first of all. 

"To be honest, I cannot do what he's doing, driving 
with only one hand. 

"It's impossible for me to believe that he will not 
suffer with some of the races with this car that 
we're driving that is a lot more difficult physically. 

"I really respect what he's doing, and what he's 
doing is just amazing. But it's impossible to believe 
that he will not have some issues." 

    

   Source: Motorsport.com / GP Gazette  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Audi Sport all set to shake up

Source: Audi
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ollowing the conclusion of the 2016 World 
Endurance Championship, Audi Sport 
confirmed that it would not be participating 

in the endurance racing series any longer. 
Expensive running costs forced Audi's hand with 
the team deciding to focus its attention on the 
exciting prospects of Formula E.   
 A major blow for the World Endurance 
Championship perhaps but, Audi's increased 
involvement leaves many people on the edge of 
their seats in anticipation for what lies ahead. 
 Audi have been a part of Formula E since 
the inaugural season in 2014, forming the backbone 
of the ABT Formula E team. With drivers Lucas Di 
Grassi and Daniel Abt at the wheel, ABT Audi 
Sport have not finished lower than third in the 
constructor's championship in four seasons. 
 Despite Di Grassi clinching the driver's 
championship in 2016-17, the team are still yet to 
break through for their first title in Formula E. With 
the team officially adopting Audi as a works team, 
this season promises to be their best yet with Di 
Grassi and Abt both returning for a fourth season 
with the team.      
 A powerful line-up for 2017-18 is 
completed by the announcement of a new team 
principal. Former Formula One driver and three-
time 24 Hours of Le Mans winner Allan McNish 
was revealed as the outfit's new team principal at 
their official launch event in Neuburg in September.
 McNish has a long association with Audi 
dating back to 2000 when he won the American Le 
Mans Series and the team scored a 1-2-3 at the 24 
Hours of Le Mans. Then the Scotsman's Formula 
One career began with Toyota the following year 
before later driving with Audi Sport ABT in DTM 
in 2005 and returning to Le Mans with Audi in 
2006.      
 "It's quite cool considering Audi thinks 
you're the right man for the job - that's a nice 
thought," he told Autosport.   
 "It's racing with a group of people you like 
and trust. I don't think it's too different to being a 
driver in some ways. You've got to find a direction 

to go in, bang your fists on the table, accept you 
didn't do it correctly.    
 "You're trying to pull people along and find 
the way to go. Being a racing driver gives you a 
rounded understanding, it's not a bad education [for 
this]."      
 McNish will no doubt lend a bit of 
credibility to Audi’s newest project. The new Audi 
e-tron FE04 car is the first single-seater ever 
developed by Audi. Although the chassis is spec, 
the German manufacturer will be allowed to 
develop the car's powertrain as well as select parts 
of the suspension and software.   
 Audi plans to ensure that all of these 
components are as efficient as possible. This 
includes their new single-gear high-efficiency 
transmission for next year. That’s right: a one-speed 
gearbox.     
 Similarly to Audi's R18 Le Mans 
prototype, the new works Formula E car is also 
being used to promote what Audi's doing with its 
production cars. Audi intends to have 20 electrified 
or hybrid cars on sale by 2025.   
 Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass has 
stated, "Formula E delivers spectacular motorsport 
in the hearts of fascinating cities and is a 
tremendous stage to present electric mobility and 
motorsport in their most emotive forms." 
 "We experienced an extremely exciting 
2016-2017 season in which Lucas di Grassi 
clinched the title. I’m happy that now everything 
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has been put on track for a successful future and 
that in the Audi e-tron FE04 we’re putting our first 
fully electric race car on the grid."  
 At the official launch event in Neuburg, 
reigning Formula E champion Lucas Di Grassi 
carefully piloted the car into the hall — displaying 
its striking new white, metallic green and black 
livery for the very first time, a change from the 
traditional red, yellow and green combination fans 
have become accustomed to. 

“Audi's Formula E car is 
being used to promote 
production cars. They 
intend to have 20 
electrified or hybrid 
cars on sale by 2025.” 

 "We made a big step forward from last 
year," said di Grassi. "I am very happy that Audi 
now joined Schaeffler and ABT on this, with the 
full power now. We are very happy that we can 
make this beautiful machine run as fast as it can go.
 "We optimised the drive-train last year, the 
car was already very competitive so it’s very 
difficult to improve something which is already 
extremely good. But of course with the Audi know-
how from the hybrid-part from the car that I drove 
for so many years – the R18 – combined with the 
Schaeffler expertise, we managed to optimise every 
single part."      
 Daniel Abt has been a constant team-mate 

to Di Grassi since 2014 and this season has 
achieved a life-long dream, becoming a fully-
fledged Audi factory driver.   
 "It feels incredible, like a little dream come 
true for myself!” beamed Abt. “I was born and 
raised in family connected to Audi, always 
connected to Audi, never cheering for another 
brand. Felt like a relationship that was always there 
and now we’re married."   
 Audi are not the only team to be investing 
highly in Formula E with Porsche set to leave the 
World Endurance Championship and Mercedes 
dropping its DTM programme in favour of works 
Formula E teams. Both teams are expected to join 
the series by 2019.    
 In the meantime, the 2017-18 edition of 
Formula E is set to be another thrilling season of 
the electric racing series. Last year's championship 
saw Di Grassi defeat Season 2 champion Sebastien 
Buemi at the final event of the season in Montreal 
after the Swiss driver was disqualified for driving a 
car that was four kilograms underweight. 

WORDS James Jaques-Watson  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MASSA'S FINAL BRAZIL RACE AS VETTEL IS UNDENIED  
ebastian Vettel and Ferrari may have seen 
the title slip away at the previous round of 
the championship in Mexico, but that 

wouldn't prevent the German from taking victory at 
the Brazilian Grand Prix. At least that meant the 
weekend could focus on another Ferrari driver. Or 
at least a former one.    
 Felipe Massa's 16-year career in Formula 
One comes to an end at the end of this year and this 
weekend was to be his last race on home soil. His 
once-promising career earning him just 11 wins in 
over 250 starts, including narrowly finishing 
second in the 2008 world championship fight. 
 On the Thursday before the race, Massa 

insisted that his impending retirement is for good 
this time, after he had previously announced plans 
to retire at the end of 2016. However, there was 
more on his mind than a second retirement or his 
number of career wins.    
 The Brazilian was dejected by his country's 
declining significance in the sport. The same 
country that has produced world-class drivers from 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Nelson Piquet to Ayrton 
Senna and Rubens Barrichello. Without Massa on 
the grid, Brazil is set to be without a driver in 
Formula One for the first time in five decades 
stretching back to 1969.    
 The plight of Brazil's economic challenges 
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means that the future of the Brazilian Grand Prix is 
also up in the air. Although contracted to host a 
Grand Prix through to 2020, the circuit at Interlagos 
is up for sale. It is a prospect that saddens Massa.
 "I really hope Formula One stays forever in 
Brazil," he said. "Brazil is a very important country 
for Formula One. So many titles, so many drivers, 
so many Brazilian drivers raced for Formula One 
since the start, so I really hope Interlagos stays for a 
very long time in Formula One and anything I can 
give to help, not racing any more, I can do. 
 "I think it’s a very important event for São 
Paulo, it’s a very important event for Brazil. 
 "I really hope Brazil stays for a very long 
time in Formula One."    
 Saturday's qualifying session saw drama 
early when newly-crowned champion Lewis 
Hamilton slid sideways into the barriers at Turn 7 
during his first flying lap of Q1. It was the first 
time Lewis Hamilton had been knocked out in Q1 
since the Belgium Grand Prix in 2016.  
 Qualifying resumed after the red flag with 
Hamilton's team-mate Valtteri Bottas battling the 
two Ferraris for pole. With a superb time of 
1m08.322s, the Finn did exactly that ahead of 
Vettel, countryman Kimi Räikkönen and Max 
Verstappen. 

 Vettel got the jump on Bottas at the race 
start to take the lead, something that he would not 
relinquish over the course of 71 laps. This was 
despite concerns that Ferrari had left it too late to 
bring him in to the pits to counter Bottas' undercut 
strategy.     
 Contact with Daniel Ricciardo's Red Bull 
on the opening lap sent both Kevin Magnussen and 
Stoffel Vandoorne out of the race at the Senna 
Esses. On the same lap, Romain Grosjean's Haas 
got a dollop of oversteer at Turn 6 and collided 
with Esteban Ocon, ending the Force India driver's 
run of 27 consecutive race finishes.  
 Lewis Hamilton and Ricciardo began 
slicing their way back up through the field. The 
Australian's manoeuvres were clinical, but he was 
unable to get past his team-mate Verstappen and 
finished sixth ahead of Massa and Fernando 
Alonso.  Similarly, Hamilton was unable to pass 
Räikkönen for the final podium position, making it 
a Ferrari-Mercedes-Ferrari-Mercedes result. 
 Sebastian Vettel's victory came after 
winning only one of last 12 races. It was also 
Ferrari's first victory in Brazil since Massa's 
emotional championship near-miss in 2008. Poetic 
justice? Maybe even more so that he was quicker 
than Fernando.  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POSITION DRIVER PTS TOTAL PTS

1st SEBASTIAN VETTEL Ferrari 1h31m26.262s 2nd 1st LEWIS HAMILTON 12 345

2nd VALTTERI BOTTAS Mercedes +2.762s 1st 2nd SEBASTIAN VETTEL 25 302

3rd KIMI RÄIKKÖNEN Ferrari +4.600s 3rd 3rd VALTTERI BOTTAS 18 280

4th LEWIS HAMILTON Mercedes +5.468s Pit Lane 4th DANIEL RICCIARDO 8 200

5th MAX VERSTAPPEN Red Bull +32.940s 4th 5th KIMI RÄIKKÖNEN 15 193

6th DANIEL RICCIARDO Red Bull +48.691s 14th 6th MAX VERSTAPPEN 10 158

7th FELIPE MASSA Williams +68.882s 9th 7th SERGIO PÉREZ 2 94

8th FERNANDO ALONSO McLaren-Honda +69.363s 6th 8th ESTEBAN OCON 0 83

9th SERGIO PÉREZ Force India +69.500s 5th 9th CARLOS SAINZ JR. 0 54

10th NICO HÜLKENBERG Renault +1 lap 7th 10th FELIPE MASSA 6 42

11th CARLOS SAINZ JR. Renault +1 lap 8th 11th LANCE STROLL 0 40

12th PIERRE GASLY Toro Rosso +1 lap 19th 12th NICO HÜLKENBERG 1 35

13th MARCUS ERICSSON Sauber +1 lap 17th 13th ROMAIN GROSJEAN 0 28

14th PASCAL WEHRLEIN Sauber +1 lap 15th 14th KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 0 19

15th ROMAIN GROSJEAN Haas +2 laps 11th 15th FERNANDO ALONSO 4 15

16th LANCE STROLL Williams +2 laps 16th 16th STOFFEL VANDOORNE 0 13

Retired BRENDON HARTLEY Toro Rosso 40 laps — engine 18th 18th PASCAL WEHRLEIN 0 5

Retired ESTEBAN OCON Force India 0 laps — collision 10th 20th MARCUS ERICSSON 0 0

Retired STOFFEL VANDOORNE McLaren-Honda 0 laps — collision 12th 21st PIERRE GASLY 0 0

Retired KEVIN MAGNUSSEN Haas 0 laps — collision 13th 23rd BRENDON HARTLEY 0 0



BOTTAS CAPS OFF IMPRESSIVE SEASON IN STYLE WITH WIN 
t wouldn't be much of a stretch to say that 
Valtteri Bottas' 2017 has been mildly 
successful. In fact, the Finnish driver's victory 

at the final race of the season only serves to cement 
what an impressive season he has had in his first 
year for Mercedes. Albeit undervalued.  
 Valtteri Bottas was selected by Mercedes as 
their number one candidate to replace out-going 
champion Nico Rosberg. Rosberg's shock decision 
to retire while at the top of his game stunned the 
Formula One circus, not to mention the rest of the 
world or his Mercedes crew.   
 Mercedes were no doubt left in a slight 

predicament. They needed to find a driver worthy 
of replacing their champion and fast. And the man 
chosen by Toto Wolff was Valtteri Bottas. 
 Bottas had hardly put a foot wrong during 
his four year stint at Williams, scoring nine 
podiums in that time. Despite the fact that 2016 had 
been his least fruitful season since his debut in 
2013, Mercedes still had faith that the flying Finn 
with zero victories to his name was the perfect man 
to join three-time champion Lewis Hamilton at the 
team.      
 It seemed to be the correct choice with 
Bottas recording two podiums in the first three 
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races before breaking through for his maiden 
victory in Russia. He collided with Räikkönen in 
Spain, bringing young fans to tears, but made up 
for it with nine more podiums and victory in 
Austria.      
 Why, then, have Valtteri Bottas' 
achievements at the Silver Arrows gone so 
unnoticed? Were we all just that focused on the 
Hamilton versus Sebastian Vettel saga of 2017? 
Simple answer: he's a Finn. A quiet achiever. Doing 
his job and not making a big deal out of it. Much 
like his compatriot Kimi Räikkönen. Did anyone 
even care to notice that he passed Daniel Ricciardo 
for fourth in the driver's championship?  
 Nor did anyone really acknowledge Bottas 
qualifying his Mercedes on pole for the second 
time in as many races and out-qualifying his much 
favoured team-mate in the process.  
 The top three, Bottas, Hamilton and Vettel, 
went unchanged over the course of a 55-lap race in 
which most of the drama happened behind them in 
the midfield. Räikkönen put his nose ahead of 
Ricciardo on the opening lap, but Ricciardo held 
fourth place until retiring due to a hydraulic failure 
on lap 21.     

 Kevin Magnussen spun out on the opening 
lap, but would eventually recover to finish one 
place better than he started in 13th. Meanwhile, 
Sergio Pérez and his Force India team became 
infuriated after an overtaking manoeuvre from Nico 
Hülkenberg saw the German gain an unfair 
advantage at Turn 11. Hülkenberg incurred a 5-
second stop-go penalty for his actions, but fought 
back hard from 11th to finish in 6th place. 
 The other Renault driver Carlos Sainz was 
released by Renault from the pits with the left-front 
wheel loose. The Spaniard made it out of the pit 
lane before retiring, and Renault incurred a fine for 
the unsafe release.    
 Hamilton followed Bottas closely for the 
duration of the Grand Prix, able to challenge for 
position at times and even taking the lead briefly 
between Bottas' earlier pit stop and his own. 
 Bottas won the race, the third of his career, 
ahead of Hamilton, Vettel, Räikkönen and Red 
Bull's Max Verstappen. Incidentally, Hülkenberg's 
sixth was enough to pass both Williams drivers on 
points and elevate Renault to sixth in the 
constructor's championship.  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RESULT DRIVER TOTAL
RACE TIME

GRID 
POSITION

POSITION DRIVER PTS TOTAL PTS

1st VALTTERI BOTTAS Mercedes 1h34m14.062s 1st 1st LEWIS HAMILTON 18 363

2nd LEWIS HAMILTON Mercedes +3.899s 2nd 2nd SEBASTIAN VETTEL 15 317

3rd SEBASTIAN VETTEL Ferrari +19.330s 3rd 3rd VALTTERI BOTTAS 25 305

4th KIMI RÄIKKÖNEN Ferrari +45.386s 5th 4th KIMI RÄIKKÖNEN 12 205

5th MAX VERSTAPPEN Red Bull +46.269s 6th 5th DANIEL RICCIARDO 0 200

6th NICO HÜLKENBERG Renault +85.713s 7th 6th MAX VERSTAPPEN 10 168

7th SERGIO PÉREZ Force India +92.062s 8th 7th SERGIO PÉREZ 6 100

8th ESTEBAN OCON Force India +98.911s 9th 8th ESTEBAN OCON 4 87

9th FERNANDO ALONSO McLaren-Honda +1 lap 11th 9th CARLOS SAINZ JR. 0 54

10th FELIPE MASSA Williams +1 lap 10th 10th NICO HÜLKENBERG 8 43

11th ROMAIN GROSJEAN Haas +1 lap 16th 11th FELIPE MASSA 1 43

12th STOFFEL VANDOORNE McLaren-Honda +1 lap 13th 12th LANCE STROLL 0 40

13th KEVIN MAGNUSSEN Haas +1 lap 14th 13th ROMAIN GROSJEAN 0 28

14th PASCAL WEHRLEIN Sauber +1 lap 18th 14th KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 0 19

15th BRENDON HARTLEY Toro Rosso +1 lap 20th 15th FERNANDO ALONSO 2 17

16th PIERRE GASLY Toro Rosso +1 lap 17th 16th STOFFEL VANDOORNE 0 13

17th MARCUS ERICSSON Sauber +1 lap 19th 18th PASCAL WEHRLEIN 0 5

18th LANCE STROLL Williams +1 lap 15th 20th MARCUS ERICSSON 0 0

Retired CARLOS SAINZ JR. Renault 31 laps — wheel 12th 21st PIERRE GASLY 0 0

Retired DANIEL RICCIARDO Red Bull 20 laps — hydraulics 4th 23rd BRENDON HARTLEY 0 0



LECLERC WINS SPRINT AFTER ROWLAND DENIED FEATURE WIN 
ust like the Formula One World 
Championship, the final race of its rebranded 
feeder series would also take place at the Yas 

Marina circuit in Abu Dhabi. The championship 
had already been wrapped up in a neat little bow by 
Monégasque driver Charles Leclerc. In his rookie 
season.      
 The Ferrari Academy driver, who 
experienced the loss of his father earlier this year, 
had dominated the 2017 Formula 2 championship, 
winning six races and finishing on the podium 3 
more times. Despite this, Leclerc qualified in 6th 
place for the Feature race in Abu Dhabi. It was his 
lowest starting position all season barring penalties. 

 At the front, Artem Markelov made a 
strong start to lead Nyck De Vries, Oliver Rowland, 
Norman Nato, Nobuharu Matsushita, Luca Ghiotto 
and Leclerc through Turn 1.   
 Tyre strategy was going to play a major 
hand during the race. The super-soft Pirellis were 
seen as fast but very fragile. However, Markelov 
and most of the grid chose super-soft rubber, 
leaving De Vries as one of the only cars on regular 
softs.      
 The super-soft tyres were going off quickly. 
As a result, most of the super-soft users pitted on 
lap 7, including race leader Markelov and Oliver 
Rowland. 
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 Rowland made his way past the Russian a 
lap later while at the front, Leclerc overtook De 
Vries for the lead when the Dutchman ran wide at 
Turn 8. Rowland and Markelov began slicing their 
way through the field and took first and second 
when Leclerc and De Vries pitted on lap 24. 
 On fresher tyres, Leclerc began eating into 
Rowland and Markelov’s lead by 2.5s a lap, but in 
the final three laps his pace started to crack.  
 Rowland crossed the line first, comfortably 
ahead of Markelov as behind them, Antonio Fuoco 
passed team-mate Leclerc on the final corner of the 
final lap to snatch third place.   
 However, race winner Rowland was 
disqualified for finishing the race with a skid block 
which was below the prescribed thickness in the 
technical regulations. Fuoco was also disqualified 
after it was discovered his front tyres were below 
the minimum specified tyre pressure. The 
disqualifications promoted Artem Markelov into 
first place, with Leclerc second ahead of Ghiotto, 
De Vries and Nicholas Latifi. 

 In Sunday's Sprint race, Poleman Jordan 
King bogged down, allowing ART team-mates 
Alexander Albon and Matsushita into the lead. 
Canadian Latifi then overtook Matsushita at Turn 2 
as the trio led De Vries, Leclerc, King and Ghiotto.
 Leclerc began making his move forward. 
On lap 11, he made his way past De Vries and three 
laps later, Matsushita. With 4 laps to go, Latifi was 
in his mirrors as well leaving just Albon. However, 
Leclerc's job was made harder with the 2nd DRS 
zone shut down for debris in the area.  
 On the final lap, Leclerc launched an attack 
up the inside ahead of the long straight. The pair 
tangled with Leclerc nudging Albon as the pair ran 
side by side all the way down to turn 8.  
 With the inside line, Leclerc squeezed 
through and won the race by little over a second in 
his final Formula 2 race. Latifi rounded out the 
podium ahead of Matsushita and Ghiotto. On debut, 
2017 Formula 3 European Champion Lando Norris 
finished in 13th place after being forced into 
retirement during the Feature race.  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RESULT DRIVER TOTAL
RACE TIME

SPRINT 
RACE

POSITION DRIVER PTS TOTAL PTS

1st ARTEM MARKELOV Russian Time 59m34.767s 6th 1st CHARLES LECLERC 33 282

2nd CHARLES LECLERC Prema +22.944s 1st 2nd ARTEM MARKELOV 33 210

3rd LUCA GHIOTTO Russian Time +32.117s 5th 3rd OLIVER ROWLAND 2 191

4th NYCK DE VRIES Racing Engineering +33.860s 9th 4th LUCA GHIOTTO 21 185

5th NICHOLAS LATIFI DAMS +36.376s 3rd 5th NICHOLAS LATIFI 22 178

6th NOBUHARU MATSUSHITA ART Grand Prix +38.653s 4th 6th NOBUHARU MATSUSHITA 16 131

7th ALEXANDER ALBON ART Grand Prix +41.297s 2nd 7th NYCK DE VRIES 12 114

8th JORDAN KING MP Motorsport +47.318s Retired 8th ANTONIO FUOCO 0 98

9th SERGIO SETTE CAMARA MP Motorsport +49.984s 8th 9th NORMAN NATO 0 91

10th LOUIS DELÉTRAZ Rapax +59.035s Retired 10th ALEXANDER ALBON 20 86

11th GUSTAV MALJA Racing Engineering +67.877s 17th 11th JORDAN KING 4 62

12th ÁLEX PALOU Campos +71.275s 12th 12th SERGIO SETTE CAMARA 3 47

13th NORMAN NATO Arden +78.888s 18th 13th GUSTAV MALJA 0 44

14th SANTINO FERRUCCI Trident +88.175s 15th 14th SERGIO CANAMASAS — 21

15th SEAN GELAEL Arden +90.474s 14th 15th SEAN GELAEL 0 17

16th ROBERTO MERHI Rapax +1 lap 10th 16th JOHNNY CECOTTO JR. — 16

DSQ OLIVER ROWLAND DAMS disqualified 7th 17th LOUIS DELÉTRAZ 1 16

DSQ ANTONIO FUOCO Prema disqualified 11th 18th ROBERTO MERHI 0 16

Retired LANDO NORRIS Campos 5 laps 13th 19th RALPH BOSCHUNG — 11

Retired NABIL JEFFRI Trident 0 laps 16th 20th SERGEY SIROTKIN — 9



KARI DEFEATS RUSSELL BEFORE BOCCOLACCI GRABS MAIDEN WIN  
orian Boccolacci sat in seventh place in the 
GP3 Series driver's standings as the series 
headed to the Yas Marina circuit for the final 

round of the 2017 championship. The young 19-
year-old had been impressive over the course of the 
2017 season, even if he only had two podiums to 
show for it. Furthermore, his huge shunt in Austria 
seemed to be his number one headline.  
 Attempting to overtake Alessio Lorandi on 
the final lap of the race, Boccolacci got airborne 
and rolled his DAMS entry into the gravel. He 
walked away unscathed while Lorandi limped 
home to the finish in eighth. The Frenchman 
seemed destined for more, but the results just 
weren't coming and a maiden victory still eluded 

him. He would have to wait until the second race 
on Sunday for his big moment.   
 Newly-crowned GP3 Series champion 
George Russell qualified on pole for Saturday's 
opening race. Arden International drivers Leonardo 
Pulcini and Niko Kari, sitting 14th and 10th 
respectively in the driver's championship, rounded 
out the top three. The pair were followed by Dan 
Ticktum in just his fourth GP3 race, Arjun Maini, 
Nirei Fukuzumi and Boccolacci.   
 On race start, Russell defended hard 
against Pulcini off the line, but Kari swept around 
the outside of both of them to snatch the lead going 
through Turn 1. The Finn raced clear before Pulcini 
made it an Arden 1-2, passing Russell on the 
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outside of Turn 8.    
 Fukuzumi was slow away, putting himself 
well down the order. The midfield bunched up 
going through Turns 8 and 9 and the Japanese 
driver clattered into the back of Giuliano Alesi's 
Trident, losing his front wing. Alesi also had his 
front wing damaged in the melee.  
 Marcos Siebert stopped off the track at 
Turn 5, triggering a virtual safety car just as Kari 
and Pulcini started to pull away from Russell. 
Russell closed up on Pulcini and attempted to steal 
second as the VSC ended, but had to jump over the 
kerbs and shot wide as a result.   
 Alesi stopped on-track on the run out of 
Turn 14, activating another virtual safety car 
period. Russell again got the jump on Pulcini, but 
this time the champion made no mistake and swept 
around the outside of the final corner to take 
second.      
 Kari took the win ahead of Russell by 2.7 
seconds. Pulcini's left-rear tyre let go on the 
penultimate lap, which gifted Maini third, and he 
was classified down in 17th. Dan Ticktum finished 
fourth ahead of Dorian Boccolacci in fifth. 
Anthoine Hubert was handed a 5 second time 
penalty for exceeding the 80km/h speed limit under 
the VSC. 

 In Sunday's race, reverse-grid pole-sitter 
Ryan Tveter made a perfect start to lead 
Boccolacci, Steijn Schothorst, Alessio Lorandi and 
Ticktum into Turn 1. Boccolacci was soon all over 
the race leader and only took two laps to get by 
Tveter on the back straight. Further behind, Kari 
squeezed by Maini for 6th before Russell and 
Maini began battling for 7th, swapping positions 
lap after lap.     
 Ticktum blasted inside and through 
Lorandi on lap 7 and attempted the same on 
Schothorst a lap later only to receive a 5-second 
time penalty for having all four wheels over the line 
when he went past. Next it was Lorandi's turn, but 
the Italian lost his front wing on Schothorst's rear 
tyre.      
 Finally, Niko Kari attempted to pass 
Schothorst. The pair collided allowing Russell, who 
had broken clear of Maini, a clear run through. 
Ticktum, meanwhile, easily dispatched Tveter for 
second on the road, and pushed hard to overturn his 
time penalty, but it wasn't enough.  
 Boccolacci easily took his maiden GP3 
victory by 5.5 seconds ahead of team-mate Tveter, 
who gained second back after Ticktum's penalty 
was added, with Russell rounding out a tremendous 
season in fourth.  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RESULT DRIVER TOTAL
RACE TIME

RACE 2 
RESULT

POSITION DRIVER PTS TOTAL PTS

1st NIKO KARI Arden 37m28.944s 13th 1st GEORGE RUSSELL 26 220

2nd GEORGE RUSSELL ART Grand Prix +2.748s 4th 2nd JACK AITKEN 1 141

3rd ARJUN MAINI Jenzer Motorsport +7.532s 6th 3rd NIREI FUKUZUMI 0 134

4th DAN TICKTUM DAMS +13.745s 3rd 4th ANTHOINE HUBERT 6 123

5th ALESSIO LORANDI Jenzer Motorsport +25.884s 17th 5th GIULIANO ALESI 0 99

6th STEIJN SCHOTHORST Arden +29.890s 18th 6th DORIAN BOCCOLACCI 21 93

7th DORIAN BOCCOLACCI Trident +34.339s 1st 7th ALESSIO LORANDI 10 92

8th RYAN TVETER Trident +35.815s 2nd 8th RYAN TVETER 16 78

9th KEVIN JÖRG Trident +36.374s 7th 9th ARJUN MAINI 19 72

10th BRUNO BAPTISTA DAMS +37.837s 9th 10th NIKO KARI 25 63

11th ANTHOINE HUBERT ART Grand Prix +40.003s 5th 11th DAN TICKTUM 22 34

12th JUAN MANUEL CORREA Jenzer Motorsport +41.362s 12th 12th KEVIN JÖRG 4 28

13th RAOUL HYMAN Campos +50.566s 11th 13th RAOUL HYMAN 0 27

14th JACK AITKEN ART Grand Prix +57.811s 8th 14th LEONARDO PULCINI 0 20

15th NIREI FUKUZUMI ART Grand Prix +75.635s 14th 15th JULIEN FALCHERO 0 16

16th TATIANA CALDERÓN DAMS +80.614s 15th 16th MARCOS SIEBERT 0 14

17th LEONARDO PULCINI Arden 16 laps Retired 17th STEIJN SCHOTHORST 8 8

Retired GIULIANO ALESI Trident 9 laps 10th 18th TATIANA CALDERÓN 0 7

Retired MARCOS SIEBERT Campos 3 laps Retired 19th SANTINO FERRUCCI — 3

DNS JULIEN FALCHERO Campos did not start 16th 20th BRUNO BAPTISTA 1 3



TICKTUM WINS F3 WORLD CUP AFTER NOT LEADING ONE LAP 
he 64th running of the traditional Macau 
Grand Prix took place on 19 November 
2017. Unlike other races of its kind, such as 

the Pau Grand Prix, the 2017 Macau Grand Prix 
was not a part of any Formula 3 championship, but 
was open to entries from all Formula 3 
championships.     
 Drivers had to have competed in an FIA-
regulated championship meeting during the 
calendar year, in either the Formula 3 European 
Championship or one of the domestic 
championships. Amongst the record-low 22-car 
grid for the event, 2017 Formula 3 European 
champion Lando Norris was the only championship 

winning driver entered.    
 Seven drivers outside of Formula 3 took 
part in the race including Formula 2 race winner 
Sérgio Sette Câmara and Eurocup Formula Renault 
2.0 competitors Dan Ticktum and Sacha Fenestraz.
 Qualifying was split into two sessions. The 
fastest time set by each driver from either session 
counted towards his final starting position for the 
qualification race. Norris was fastest in the first 40-
minute session on Thursday, almost a whole second 
quicker than Pedro Piquet with Maximilian 
Günther in third and Ticktum in fourth.  
 However in Friday's 30-minute session, it 
was 2017 Formula 3 European runner-up Jœl 
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Eriksson that secured pole for the qualifying race 
ahead of Norris and Prema Powerteam drivers 
Callum Ilott and Maximilian Günther with 
Ferdinand Habsburg rounding out the top five. 
 On race start, Eriksson got away cleanly 
ahead of Ilott and Günther as Norris dropped to 
ninth by the end of the opening lap. At the halfway 
point of the 10-lap race, Eriksson was visibly 
struggling with rapidly degrading tyres. It didn't 
take long before Ilott made his way into the lead 
and onwards to victory.    
 Sérgio Sette Câmara began challenging his 
team-mate Eriksson for second place, but he would 
have to settle for third as the Swede held on to his 
second place. Maximilian Günther finished fourth 
from Ferdinand Habsburg and Pedro Piquet, who 
started 13th on the grid. Norris recovered to finish 
seventh ahead of Ticktum, Yuhi Sekiguchi and 
Guanyu Zhou.     
 At the start of Sunday's main event, 
Eriksson took the lead from Ilott with Sette Câmara 
and Günther just behind. A crash by Marino Sato at 
the exit of Melco hairpin triggered a full-course 
yellow, preventing overtaking until lap 3. 
 Eriksson saw his hopes of victory blown on 
the restart in a collision with Ilott. The Brit turned 
in too early and hit the left front wheel suspension 

of Eriksson’s car that came to a halt only a few 
hundred metres further up the track. Another full-
course yellow was called, followed by an 
appearance from the safety car.   
 Sette Câmara led the field on the restart 
from Günther, Habsburg, Norris and Ticktum. As 
Sette Câmara extended his lead, Habsburg finally 
overtook Günther for second on lap eleven while 
Ticktum kept Norris under pressure. On the 
penultimate lap, Günther, Norris and Ticktum were 
three abreast going into Lisboa, a spectacular move 
that saw Ticktum take third place.  
 Habsburg closed the gap to Sette Câmara. 
On the final lap, the Austrian with royal ancestors 
chased the Brazilian around the entirety of the 
6.1km circuit. He made his move on the final 
corner, but the drama wasn't finished yet. First, 
Sette Câmara crashed into the tyre stacks on the 
outside of the corner and then Habsburg ran 
slightly too wide, hitting the barriers as well. 
 That provided Daniel Ticktum with enough 
opportunity to swoop past on the inside and take 
victory from Norris and Ralf Aron, the Estonian 
having made excellent progress from 13th on the 
grid to finish third. Habsburg scraped across the 
line in fourth ahead of Günther and Piquet.  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RESULT CAR 
NUMBER

DRIVER TOTAL RACE TIME QUALIFYING 
RESULT

QUALIFYING RACE

1st 18 DAN TICKTUM Motopark 39m56.648s 6th 8th

2nd 1 LANDO NORRIS Carlin +0.568s 2nd 7th

3rd 25 RALF ARON Van Amersfoort Racing +1.763s 17th 13th

4th 3 FERDINAND HABSBURG Carlin +1.953s 5th 5th

5th 9 MAXIMILIAN GÜNTHER Prema +4.463s 4th 4th

6th 26 PEDRO PIQUET Van Amersfoort Racing +5.141s 13th 6th

7th 5 SACHA FENESTRAZ Carlin +5.386s 11th 12th

8th 8 GUANYOU ZHOU Prema +6.483s 10th 10th

9th 16 TADASUKE MAKINO Motopark +7.626s 12th 17th

10th 2 JEHAN DERUVALA Carlin +10.455s 19th 16th

11th 20 ÁLEX PALOU Threebond Racing +27.160s 21st 18th

12th 12 RITOMO MIYATA Team TOM's +43.746s 20th 19th

13th 19 SÉRGIO SETTE CÂMARA Motopark +1 lap 9th 3rd

14th 11 SHO TSUBOI Team TOM's +1 lap 18th 15th

15th 7 CALLUM ILOTT Prema +2 laps 3rd 1st

16th 10 MICK SCHUMACHER Prema +2 laps 7th 20th

Retired 6 DEVLIN DEFRANCESCO Carlin 10 laps 14th 21st

Retired 22 YUHI SEKIGUCHI B-Max Racing Team 6 laps 8th 9th

Retired 21 KENTA YAMASHITA B-Max Racing Team 6 laps 16th 11th

Retired 15 JŒL ERIKSSON Motopark 3 laps 1st 2nd

Retired 17 MARINO SATO Motopark 0 laps 15th 14th



WHINCUP SNATCHES CHAMPIONSHIP IN EPIC SUPERCARS FINALE 
he 2017 Supercars Championship was on the 
line heading into the final round of the 
championship at the brand new street circuit 

in Newcastle. Jamie Whincup may have held a 30-
point lead in the driver's standings, but that didn't 
prevent championship rival Scott McLaughlin from 
securing his 15th pole position of the season. 
 After running wide at Turn 11 on his final 
run, Whincup could only finish fifth behind David 
Reynolds, team-mate Shane van Gisbergen and 
Michael Caruso.    
 McLaughlin led an unchanged top five 
through the first turn on race start. As Whincup 
looked up the inside of Caruso at the exit of Turn 2, 
Caruso closed the door and squeezed Whincup into 

the wall on the inside of Turn 3. Although the 
contact broke the right-front steering arm of 
Whincup's Holden, it was another incident that 
triggered the Safety Car.    
 Dale Wood ran wide and into the tyre 
barriers at Turn 8, leaving Taz Douglas and Jason 
Bright nowhere to go but join the accident. Tim 
Slade and Craig Lowndes led at the restart as cars 
dived into the pits under the Safety Car. Van 
Gisbergan jumped McLaughlin in the pits to take 
third with Reynolds behind them in fifth. 
 A second Safety Car was deployed on lap 
34 when Aaren Russell hit the concrete barriers at 
Turn 8. Another round of pit stops under Safety Car 
allowed Cameron Waters into the lead ahead of 
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Slade, van Gisbergan, McLaughlin and Reynolds.
 An under-cut strategy worked for Reynolds 
on the final round of pit stops, jumping ahead of 
McLaughlin and van Gisbergan, who lost a position 
to McLaughlin in the pits. Lowndes also had been 
ahead of van Gisbergan following the pit stops, but 
slid into the Turn 12 wall on lap 63.  
 After pit stops for Waters and Slade 
dropped them back down the order and despite 
another Safety Car period when James Moffat hit 
the Turn 2 tyre wall, McLaughlin took the race lead 
from Reynolds and a 78-point lead in the 
championship.     
 A touch from van Gisbergan at Turn 8 
dropped Reynolds back to sixth. That became fifth 
as van Gisbergan was handed a 15-second time 
penalty, allowing Fabian Coulthard and Slade onto 
the podium and Lee Holdsworth up to fourth. 
 In Sunday's race, McLaughlin got away 
cleanly after securing pole in the top 10 shootout 
ahead of van Gisbergan, Mark Winterbottom, 
Reynolds and Jamie Whincup. However, he was 
handed a drive-through penalty for speeding at the 
entry to pit-lane on lap 15.   
 Another under-cut strategy put Reynolds 
into the lead, but van Gisbergan took the lead on 
lap 33 with Whincup just behind them in third. 

Reynolds was first to pit again on lap 49, but 
Whincup got ahead when he pitted two laps later.
 McLaughlin methodically made his way 
forward from 23rd. However, putting Simona De 
Silvestro into a spin on lap 46 drew a 15-second 
time penalty that was served at McLaughlin's pit 
stop on lap 50, dumping him back to 24th. 
 Van Gisbergan allowed team-mate 
Whincup into the lead, meaning that McLaughlin 
would need 11th if he was to take the 2017 title. 
The Safety Car was brought out on lap 70 to 
remove debris from the circuit before congestion in 
the midfield on the restart caused damage to the 
left-side of McLaughlin's Ford.   
 Despite this, McLaughlin made his way 
past both Garry Rogers Motorsport cars to take 
11th and the championship lead on the penultimate 
lap. On fresher tyres, Craig Lowndes followed him 
through and, when McLaughlin made a mistake at 
Turn 1, pulled alongside on the run down to Turn 2.
 McLaughlin blocked but, was unaware of 
how far Lowndes was alongside. The pair touched 
and Lowndes was sent into the wall. McLaughlin 
was immediately given a 25-second penalty that 
dropped him to 18th. Race victory ahead of van 
Gisbergan and Reynolds was enough to give Jamie 
Whincup took his seventh championship win.  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RESULT DRIVER RACE TIME RACE 1 POSITION DRIVER PTS TOTAL PTS

1st JAMIE WHINCUP Red Bull Holden-Triple Eight 2h00m09.805s 21st 1st JAMIE WHINCUP 192 3042

2nd SHANE VAN GISBERGAN Red Bull Holden-Triple Eight +4.481s 16th 2nd SCOTT MCLAUGHLIN 201 3021

3rd DAVID REYNOLDS Erebus Motorsport +5.716s 5th 3rd FABIAN COULTHARD 138 2812

4th RICK KELLY Nissan Motorsport +6.681s 10th 4th SHANE VAN GISBERGAN 195 2769

5th MICHAEL CARUSO Nissan Motorsport +7.550s 14th 5th CHAZ MOSTERT 162 2748

6th NICK PERCAT Brad Jones Racing +8.846s 8th 6th MARK WINTERBOTTOM 150 2208

7th MARK WINTERBOTTOM Prodrive Racing +9.7853s 17th 7th DAVID REYNOLDS 240 2196

8th LEE HOLDSWORTH Charlie Schwerkolt Racing +10.289s 4th 8th CAMERON WATERS 102 2173

9th WILL DAVISON Tekno Autosports +10.625s 9th 9th GARTH TANDER 141 2169

10th TODD KELLY Nissan Motorsport +12.215s 15th 10th CRAIG LOWNDES 0 2160

11th TIM SLADE Brad Jones Racing +18.334s 3rd 11th TIM SLADE 201 1812

12th GARTH TANDER Garry Rogers Motorsport +19.859s 11th 12th SCOTT PYE 159 1804

13th JAMES MOFFAT Garry Rogers Motorsport +23.269s Retired 13th MICHAEL CARUSO 174 1776

14th SCOTT PYE HSV Racing +23.791s 7th 14th RICK KELLY 198 1773

15th CHAZ MOSTERT Rod Nash-Prodrive Racing +24.025s 6th 15th WILL DAVISON 168 1659

16th TIM BLANCHARD Tim Blanchard-Brad Jones Racing +26.800s 12th 16th LEE HOLDSWORTH 210 1647

17th SIMONA DE SILVESTRO Nissan Motorsport +29.600s 20th 17th JAMES MOFFAT 66 1542

18th SCOTT MCLAUGHLIN Team Penske DJR +42.623s 1st 18th TODD KELLY 138 1536

19th AAREN RUSSELL Lucas Dumbrell Motorsport +45.224s Retired 19th NICK PERCAT 192 1527

20th DALE WOOD Erebus Motorsport +1 lap 18th 20th JASON BRIGHT 39 1524

21st TAZ DOUGLAS Lucas Dumbrell Motorsport +1 lap Retired 21st JAMES COURTNEY 81 1431

22nd JASON BRIGHT Britek-Prodrive Racing +2 laps Retired 22nd TIM BLANCHARD 126 1302

23rd CAMERON WATERS Prodrive Racing +3 laps 13th 23rd DALE WOOD 96 1221

24th JAMES COURTNEY HSV Racing +4 laps 19th 24th SIMONA DE SILVESTRO 99 1131

Retired CRAIG LOWNDES Team Vortex-Triple Eight 93 laps Retired 25th STEVE OWEN — 660

Retired FABIAN COULTHARD Team Penske DJR 15 laps 2nd 26th JAMES GOLDING — 624



NEUVILLE SECURES FOURTH WIN IN SEASON-ENDING RALLY  
he 2017 World Rally Championship had 
already been wrapped up at the previous 
round's Welsh Rally with Sébastien Ogier 

and Julien Ingrassia becoming the first Ford pair to 
win championship since 1981. However, the rest of 
the podium was still undecided with Belgium's 
Thierry Neuville in a battle with Estonian Ott 
Tänak for second place.    
 Despite this, it was Neuville's Hyundai 
team-mate Andreas Mikkelsen who won five of the 
six dusty gravel speed tests which made up the 
majority of action on Friday to lead all rivals by 
20.1 seconds. Mikkelsen won the first four special 
stages before Neuville took the win in the fifth. 
 The Norwegian took advantage of a low 

starting position that provided him with a cleaner 
and faster line once the front-runners had swept 
away the loose gravel. Mikkelsen won the sixth 
stage and controlled the lead through two short 
tests on the Coffs Harbour waterfront.  
 Citroën's Kris Meeke benefitted in the 
same way as Mikkelsen and held onto second place 
for most of the day. That was until Neuville 
snatched second place from Meeke in the final 
stage. The Belgian headed Meeke by just 0.7 
seconds at the end of the day ahead of Jari-Matti 
Latvala.      
 Rough roads damaged the aerodynamic 
diffuser on Latvala's Toyota Yaris and late brush 
with a post in the afternoon smashed his 
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windscreen. Tyre troubles halted Craig Breen's 
progress after the Irishman had been running third. 
He finished the day fifth ahead of Ott Tänak, 
Haydon Paddon and Sébastien Ogier, who endured 
the worst of the loose gravel as road opener. 
 Mikkelsen’s hopes of repeating last year's 
victory were shattered on Saturday when he hit a 
bank during a rainforest speed test. The impact 
punctured his front and rear left tyres but with only 
one spare wheel onboard, he was forced to retire.
 Neuville ran into trouble on the same stage 
on a deceptive corner. He braked too late and had to 
reverse back onto the road, damaging his gearbox 
in his haste. Latvala took advantage of Neuville's 
misfortune and moved within a handful of seconds, 
but Neuville won the next two stages to pull clear 
again.      
 Latvala had been elevated onto the podium 
after Kris Meeke swiped a bridge and broke the 
right-rear suspension on his Citroën. In turn, this 
promoted Tänak, Neuville’s only rival for second in 
the championship, into third followed by Breen, 
Paddon and Ogier. Ogier ripped the bumper and 
front splitter off his Ford after clipping a bank and 
spinning, but remained well clear of countryman 
Stéphane Lefebvre. 

 Torrential rain on Sunday threatened to 
undo Neuville's good work as the New South Wales 
forest roads became a muddy mess. However, the 
Belgian would not be denied his fourth rally victory 
in 2017 by 22.5 seconds from Tänak.  
 On a rain-drenched special stage, Latvala 
halved the deficit to Neuville and was eying a late 
victory bid. However, the Finn crashed his Toyota 
in the final power stage, handing second to Tänak. 
Tänak's second place ensured that an M-Sport 
World Rally Team Ford finished on the podium in 
all 13 rounds of the championship this season.  
 Craig Breen was on course for his best 
result of the season, but rolled his Citroën into 
retirement. That left Haydon Paddon to pick up 
third place overall despite such a miserable 
campaign. It also promoted Ogier up to fourth 
despite a 60-second penalty for a timing error. 
 Neuville's victory confirmed his second 
place in the driver's championship and this victory 
made him the most successful driver of the season 
in terms of wins. However, it is also the third time 
Neuville has finished runner-up in five seasons.  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RESULT DRIVER(S) TOTAL 
RACE TIME

POWER 
STAGE

POSITION DRIVER PTS TOTAL PTS

1st Thierry NEUVILLE/Nicolas GILSOUL Hyundai Motorsport 2h35m44.8s 8th 1st SÉBASTIEN OGIER 17 232

2nd Ott TÄNAK/Martin JÄRVEOJA M-Sport World Rally Team +22.5s 2nd 2nd THIERRY NEUVILLE 25 208

3rd Haydon PADDON/Sebastian MARSHALL Hyundai Motorsport +59.1s 7th 3rd OTT TÄNAK 22 191

4th Sébastien OGIER/Julien INGRASSIA M-Sport World Rally Team +2m27.7s 1st 4th JARI-MATTI LATVALA 0 136

5th Elfyn EVANS/Daniel BARRITT M-Sport World Rally Team +3m05.6s 6th 5th ELFYN EVANS 10 128

6th Esapekka LAPPI/Janne FERM Toyota Gazoo Racing +3m49.5s 3rd 6th DANI SORDO — 95

7th Kris MEEKE/Paul NAGLE Citroën Total Abu Dhabi WRT +22m58.4s 5th 7th KRIS MEEKE 7 77

8th Richie DALTON/John ALLEN Richie Dalton — Sköda +24m39.6s 10th 8th HAYDON PADDON 15 74

9th Nathan QUINN/Ben SEARCY Nathan Quinn — Mitsubishi +25m03.4s 11th 9th JUHO HÄNNINEN — 71

10th Dean HERRIDGE/Sam HILL Dean Herridge — Subaru +29m52.3s 13th 10th CRAIG BREEN 0 64

11th Jourdan SERDERIDIS/Frédéric MICLOTTE J. Sederidis — Citroën +32m25.4s 16th 11th ESAPEKKA LAPPI 11 62

12th Kalle ROVANPERÄ/Jonne HALTTUNEN Kalle Rovanperä — Ford +33m16.3s 9th 12th ANDREAS MIKKELSEN 0 54

13th Andreas MIKKELSEN/Anders JÆGER Hyundai Motorsport +37m39.7s 4th 13th STÉPHANE LEFEBVRE 0 30

14th Tom CLARKE/Ryan PRESTON Tom Clarke — Mitsubishi +38m20.4s 20th 14th TEEMU SUNINEN — 29

15th Fabio FRISIERO/Simone SCATTOLIN Fabio Frisiero — Peugeot +39m16.6s 19th 15th MADS ØSTBERG — 29



TOYOTA WIN IN SHANGHAI, BUT PORSCHE CLAIM CHAMPIONSHIP  
ith the 2017 World Endurance 
Championship on the line at the Shanghai 
International Circuit, it was Mike Conway, 

Kamui Kobayashi and José María López that 
qualified on pole in the #7 Toyota Gazoo Racing 
entry.      
 They were followed by the #1 Porsche 
LMP Team of Neel Jani, Nick Tandy and Andre 
Lötterer in second and the #8 Toyota of Sébastien 
Buemi, Kazuki Nakajima and Anthony Davidson in 
third. The Championship-leading #2 Porsche of 
Timo Bernhard, Brendon Hartley and Earl Bamber 
qualified down in fourth.   
 Tandy (#1 Porsche) looked to take the lead 
at the race start, but the #7 Toyota held onto the 
lead with the top four unchanged through Turn 1. 

Throttle sensor issues then put a halt to Tandy's 
charge making the #1 Porsche vulnerable and 
allowing the #8 Toyota and #2 Porsche to get 
passed.      
 In the final hour, and after the final round 
of pit stops, Buemi (#8 Toyota) began closing in on 
race leader and team-mate López (#7 Toyota) with 
fresher tyres. With less than two seconds separating 
the pair, López tagged Richard Lietz's #91 GTE Pro 
class Porsche at Turn 3. The #7 Toyota was forced 
to pit with a damaged left-rear suspension. They 
would eventually finish in fourth.  
 Buemi/Nakajima/Davidson were left to win 
the race comfortably by over a lap's distance. 
However, their efforts were in vain as second place 
was enough for the #2 Porsche drivers, Timo 
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Bernhard, Brendon Hartley and Earl Bamber, to 
take an unassailable 32-point championship lead. It 
is Bernhard and Hartley’s second championship 
title and Bamber’s first.    
 A third place finish for team-mates Neel 
Jani, Nick Tandy and Andre Lötterer in the #1 
Porsche ensured that Porsche also took out the FIA 
World Endurance Manufacturers Championship. It 
is the third consecutive time Porsche has lifted the 
trophy.      
 In LMP2, the #31 Vaillante Rebellion team 
of Bruno Senna, Nicolas Prost and Julien Canal 
took the victory ahead of the #36 Signatech Alpine 
driven by Nicolas Lapierre, Gustavo Menezes and 
André Negrão. On home soil, the #38 Jackie Chan 
DC Racing team of Ho-Pin Tung, Thomas Laurent 
and Oliver Jarvis looked certain for class victory.
 A stellar double stint from Jarvis put the 
team ahead, but then Tung collided with the #26 G-
Drive Racing car at Turn 1 inside the final two 
hours. Damage to the front of the car meant they 
would eventually finish fourth behind the #13 
Vaillante Rebellion team of Nelson Piquet Jr, David 
Heinemeier-Hansson and Mathias Beche. 
 In LMGTE Pro, it was the #67 Ford Chip 
Ganassi team of Andy Priaulx and Harry Tincknell 

thrust themselves back into championship 
contention with a class victory. The pair of British 
drivers fought hard against the #91 Porsche GT 
Team of Frédéric Makowiecki and Richard Lietz.
 Tincknell came under intense pressure 
from the Porsche in the fifth hour. However when 
Lietz’s 911 RSR was hit by José María López's #7 
Toyota, Tincknell was freed up to bring the car 
home for the win.    
 Third place for the #51 AF Corse Ferrari 
piloted by Alessandro Pier Guidi and James Calado 
along with sixth for their team-mates Davide Rigon 
and Sam Bird in the #71 was enough to seal the GT 
FIA World Endurance Manufacturers’ 
Championship.     
 In LMGTE Am, the #98 Aston Martin 
Racing team of Paul Dalla Lana, Mathias Lauda 
and Pedro Lamy took a third win of the season and 
a 10-point lead in the championship heading into 
the final race at Bahrain.   
 The #86 Gulf Racing team of Ben Barker, 
Nick Foster and Khaled Al Qubaisi took their best 
ever WEC result with second place. Al Qubaisi was 
subbing for team owner and driver Michael 
Wainwright, who also missed the last race at Fuji 
Speedway.  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OVERALL / 
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CLASS CAR DRIVERS TOTAL
RACE TIME

POSITION DRIVER TOTAL PTS

1st / 1st LMP1 #8 TOYOTA GAZOO RACING Buemi/Davidson/Nakajima 6h00m40.777s 1st BRENDON HARTLEY 190

2nd / 2nd LMP1 #2 PORSCHE LMP TEAM Bernhard/Bamber/Hartley +1 lap 1st EARL BAMBER 190

3rd / 3rd LMP1 #1 PORSCHE LMP TEAM Jani/Lötterer/Tandy +1 lap 1st TIMO BERNHARD 190

4th / 4th LMP1 #7 TOYOTA GAZOO RACING Conway/Kobayashi/López +7 laps 2nd KAZUKI NAKAJIMA 158

5th / 1st LMP2 #31 VAILLANTE REBELLION Canal/Prost/Senna +12 laps 2nd SÉBASTIEN BUEMI 158

6th / 2nd LMP2 #36 SIGNATECH ALPINE Lapierre/Menezes/Negrão +12 laps 3rd ANTHONY DAVIDSON 143

7th / 3rd LMP2 #13 VAILLANTE REBELLION Beche/H. Hansson/Piquet Jr +13 laps 4th ANDRÉ LÖTTERER 113

8th / 4th LMP2 #38 JACKIE CHAN DC Tung/Jarvis/Laurent +13 laps 4th NEEL JANI 113

9th / 5th LMP2 #25 MANOR TRS RACING Gonzalez/Trummer/Petrov +13 laps 4th NICK TANDY 113

10th / 6th LMP2 #28 TDS RACING Perrodo/Vaxiviere/Collard +13 laps 5th KAMUI KOBAYASHI 91.5

14th / 1st GTE Pro #67 FORD CHIP GANASSI Priaulx/Tincknell +25 laps 5th MIKE CONWAY 91.5

15th / 2nd GTE Pro #91 PORSCHE GT TEAM Lietz/Makowiecki +25 laps 6th HO-PIN TUNG 74.5

16th / 3rd GTE Pro #51 AF CORSE Calado/Pier Guidi +25 laps 6th OLIVER JARVIS 74.5

17th / 4th GTE Pro #66 FORD CHIP GANASSI Mücke/Pla +25 laps 6th THOMAS LAURENT 74.5

18th / 5th GTE Pro #95 ASTON MARTIN RACING Thiim/Sørensen +25 laps 7th JOSÉ MARIA LÓPEZ 72.5

21st / 1st GTE Am #98 ASTON MARTIN RACING Dalla Lana/Lamy/Lauda +29 laps 8th BRUNO SENNA 66

22nd / 2nd GTE Am #86 GULF RACING UK Al Qubaisi/Barker/Foster +30 laps 8th JULIEN CANAL 66

23rd / 3rd GTE Am #77 DEMPSEY-PROTON Ried/Cairoli/Dienst +31 laps 9th ANDRÉ NEGRÃO 58.5

24th / 4th GTE Am #61 CLEARWATER RACING Mok/Sawa/Griffin +37 laps 10th GUSTAVO MENEZES 58.5

Retired GTE Am #92 PORSCHE GT TEAM Christensen/Estre 65 laps 11th NICOLAS PROST 58



TOYOTA TAKE FIFTH WIN AS LMP1 ERA COMES TO A CLOSE 
n what was to be Porsche's last race as an 
LMP1 manufacturer, Neel Jani, Andre 
Lötterer and Nick Tandy were eager to ensure 

that the 919 Hybrid with 17 wins, 3 Le Mans 
victories and 3 championships to its name went out 
on a high note in its swan song race.  
 The trio did just that by qualifying their #1 
Porsche LMP on pole for the 6 Hours of Bahrain. It 
wasn't to be a perfect qualifying session for the 
German manufacturer with the #7 Toyota Gazoo 
Racing team of Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi 
and José María López qualifying second ahead of 
the #2 Porsche and their team-mates in the #8 
Toyota.      
 On race start the #2 Porsche of Timo 

Bernhard, Brendon Hartley and Earl Bamber made 
it a Porsche 1-2, diving up the inside of the #7 
Toyota at Turn 1. The #7 Toyota dropped back even 
further with their team-mates Sébastien Buemi, 
Kazuki Nakajima and Anthony Davidson in the #8 
Toyota also going past before the end of the lap. 
 The safety car was brought out early to 
remove a bollard from the track. The #8 Toyota 
took full advantage of the restart and moved into 
second ahead of the #2 Porsche, which was forced 
to pit after it was discovered another bollard got 
caught underneath the car. The pair of Toyota cars 
then found their way past the #1 Porsche. 
 Just before the halfway mark, the #7 
Toyota came together with Michael Christensen's 
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#92 GTE Pro class Porsche at Turn 2. The #92 
Porsche was sent out of the race and the #7 Toyota 
was wheeled back into the garage to have its side-
pod and engine cover repaired.   
 A driver change for the #8 Toyota put the 
#1 Porsche into the lead however, the #1 Porsche 
collided with the #86 Gulf Racing Porsche at Turn 
1. A puncture for Nick Tandy sent the #1 Porsche 
back to the pits and the #86 Gulf Porsche into the 
garage.      
 The #8 Toyota held on to win the 6 Hours 
of Bahrain, the fifth victory for Buemi, Nakajima 
and Davidson this season. The problems faced by 
the #7 Toyota and #1 Porsche allowed the #2 
Porsche to finish second ahead of their team-mates 
with the #7 Toyota in fourth.   
 A power steering failure couldn't prevent 
the #31 Vaillante Rebellion team of Bruno Senna, 
Nicolas Prost and Julien Canal from taking their 
third LMP2 class victory in a row, just 10.6 seconds 
ahead of the #38 Jackie Chan DC Racing team of 
Ho-Pin Tung, Thomas Laurent and Oliver Jarvis. 
 The #36 Signatech Alpine driven by 
Nicolas Lapierre, Gustavo Menezes and André 
Negrão led early on from pole but, the #31 
Vaillante Rebellion, the #38 Jackie Chan DC 
Racing and the #13 Vaillante Rebellion cars all 
made their way past over the course of the race. 

 With less than 50 minutes remaining, the 
#31 Vaillante Rebellion lost its power steering. 
Nico Prost was on stand-by, but Bruno Senna 
elected not to make a switch at the final pit stop. 
The #38 Jackie Chan DC Racing car was gaining, 
but Senna held on to win the race by 10 seconds. 
 Second place in class was enough to secure 
the GT drivers' world championship for James 
Calado and Alessandro Pier Guidi in the #51 AF 
Corse Ferrari. The pair were on top in GTE Pro 
from early in the third hour, but backed off in the 
closing stages to allow team-mates Sam Bird and 
Davide Rigon in the #71 AF Corse to take the race 
win.      
 The #71 AF Corse had a clear lead as half-
distance approached but, a full-course yellow 
allowed rivals to pit as the cars bunched up. The 
#92 Porsche GT looked like it might score a WEC 
victory. However just as Michael Christensen 
closed in on the #71 AF Corse, he collided with the 
#7 Toyota driven by Kamui Kobayashi at Turn 2.
 Within the first 25 minutes of the race, Paul 
Dalla Lana, Pedro Lamy and Mathias Lauda 
driving the #98 Aston Martin dropped from first to 
fourth in GTE Am. However, the team fought back 
to win the class by over a minute from the #61 
Clearwater Racing Ferrari.  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1st / 1st LMP1 #8 TOYOTA GAZOO RACING Buemi/Davidson/Nakajima 6h01m26.294s 1st BRENDON HARTLEY 208

2nd / 2nd LMP1 #2 PORSCHE LMP TEAM Bernhard/Bamber/Hartley +1 lap 1st EARL BAMBER 208

3rd / 3rd LMP1 #1 PORSCHE LMP TEAM Jani/Lötterer/Tandy +1 lap 1st TIMO BERNHARD 208

4th / 4th LMP1 #7 TOYOTA GAZOO RACING Conway/Kobayashi/López +3 laps 2nd KAZUKI NAKAJIMA 183

5th / 1st LMP2 #31 VAILLANTE REBELLION Canal/Prost/Senna +13 laps 2nd SÉBASTIEN BUEMI 183

6th / 2nd LMP2 #38 JACKIE CHAN DC Tung/Jarvis/Laurent +13 laps 3rd ANTHONY DAVIDSON 168

7th / 3rd LMP2 #13 VAILLANTE REBELLION Beche/H. Hansson/Piquet Jr +14 laps 4th ANDRÉ LÖTTERER 129

8th / 4th LMP2 #36 SIGNATECH ALPINE Lapierre/Menezes/Negrão +14 laps 4th NEEL JANI 129

9th / 5th LMP2 #25 MANOR TRS RACING Gonzalez/Trummer/Petrov +14 laps 4th NICK TANDY 129

10th / 6th LMP2 #24 MANOR TRS RACING Vergne/Hanley/Rao +14 laps 5th KAMUI KOBAYASHI 103.5

14th / 1st GTE Pro #71 AF CORSE Bird/Rigon +24 laps 5th MIKE CONWAY 103.5

15th / 2nd GTE Pro #51 AF CORSE Calado/Pier Guidi +24 laps 6th JOSÉ MARIA LÓPEZ 84.5

16th / 3rd GTE Pro #67 FORD CHIP GANASSI Priaulx/Tincknell +25 laps 6th HO-PIN TUNG 82.5

17th / 4th GTE Pro #91 PORSCHE GT TEAM Lietz/Makowiecki +25 laps 6th OLIVER JARVIS 82.5

18th / 5th GTE Pro #66 FORD CHIP GANASSI Mücke/Pla +25 laps 7th THOMAS LAURENT 82.5

21st / 1st GTE Am #98 ASTON MARTIN RACING Dalla Lana/Lamy/Lauda +29 laps 8th BRUNO SENNA 76

22nd / 2nd GTE Am #61 CLEARWATER RACING Mok/Sawa/Griffin +29 laps 8th JULIEN CANAL 76

23rd / 3rd GTE Am #54 SPIRIT OF RACE Flohr/Castellacci/Molina +30 laps 9th NICOLAS PROST 68

24th / 4th GTE Am #77 DEMPSEY-PROTON Ried/Cairoli/Dienst +30 laps 10th ANDRÉ NEGRÃO 62.5

25th / 5th GTE Am #92 PORSCHE GT TEAM Christensen/Estre +36 laps 11th GUSTAVO MENEZES 62.5



Heyer enters first Formula One race, but that doesn't make it legal!  
IN HIS SINGLE attempt at Formula One, German 
touring car driver Hans Heyer was offered a run in 
the second Penske-Ford PC4 of the new German 
team ATS alongside Jean-Pierre Jarier at the 1977 
German Grand Prix at Hockenheim.  
 The race had been moved to Hockenheim 
following Niki Lauda's near-fatal accident the year 
prior at the dangerous Nürburgring. It was only the 
second time the German Grand Prix was held at 
Hockenheim, the first being in 1970.  
 Given his lack of experience in Formula 
One, it was no shame that Heyer failed to qualify 
for the race after finishing practice 27th out of the 
30 entrants. Double world champion Emerson 
Fittipaldi as well as the experienced Arturo 
Merzario also failed to qualify.   
 Heyer was the first reserve, meaning that 
he would get the chance to race if another driver 
dropped out. The German sat ready in the pit-lane 
on race day just in case a gap should open up on the 
grid. No one gave up their spot. However, that 
wouldn't stop Heyer from racing.  
 Heyer was well known amongst the 

marshals at Hockenheim from his touring car races. 
Whether they turned a blind eye or not, Heyer 
managed to enter the race under cover of the usual 
Hockenheim first corner shunt, which this time 
involved Clay Regazzoni and Alan Jones. 
 Remarkably, the officials failed to notice 
this illegal extra car and Heyer was allowed to 
continue for 9 laps. That was until he stopped on 
track with a gear linkage problem on his PC4 on 
lap 10. Heyer was disqualified from the race and 
never attempted another race in a single-seat car. 
 Perhaps ironically, given the location of the 
Grand Prix, it was Niki Lauda that won the race for 
Ferrari ahead of South African Jody Scheckter in a 
Wolf-Cosworth. Scheckter had come under attack 
from both John Watson and James Hunt during the 
race. However both suffered engine failures, along 
with Mario Andretti, to allow Hans-Joachim Stuck 
onto the podium in his home Grand Prix. 
 It was a different kind of Formula One in 
the 1970s. And to this day, Hans Heyer is credited 
with a DNQ, DNF, and DSQ for his brief moment 
in Formula One.  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December 2017 
Date	 	 	 	 Event	 	 	 	 	 Location


2—3 December	 	 Hong Kong ePrix	 	 	 Hong Kong Island, Hong Kong


2—3 December	 	 4 Hours of Fuji		 	 	 Fuji Speedway, Japan


7—9 December	 	 Classic Adelaide Rally	 	 Adelaide, South Australia


7—10 December 	 	 Adelaide Motorsport Festival		 Victoria Park, South Australia


January 2018 
Date	 	 	 	 Event	 	 	 	 	 Location


6—20 January		 	 2018 Dakar Rally	 	 	 Peru/Bolivia/Argentina


13 January	 	 	 Marrakesh ePrix	 	 	 Marrakesh, Morocco


27—28 January	 	 24 Hours of Daytona	 	 	 Daytona Intl. Speedway
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